Two Days National Webinar
On
Migration in India Amidst Covid-19 Pandemic:
Implications, Challenges and Future Preparedness
18-19 July, 2020

BOOK OF ABSTRACTS
Edited by
Dr. Saurav Sengupta I Dr. Babita Kalita
Published By
Damdama College, Assam
(affiliated to Gauhati University)
www.damdamacollege.edu.in

EDITORIAL DESK
As the COVID-19 pandemic rages across continents, forcing most countries to go
into the defensive over what many medical experts feel is a great disaster to
health, tourism, economic and academic benchmarks of nations, India and many other
countries of South Asia sense a different risk. This is the faceless underbelly
of the republic-the migrant laborers, who had managed to survive somehow in the
grueling demands of a ‘market economy’ working on a daily basis to feed themselves
and those they had left at home. The Pandemic tested their ever-gritty spirits
leaving them hopeless and helpless, even as governments promised help and NGO’s,
celebrities and political parties organized funds and rations to feed them. Many
chose to return even when the government ordered complete shutdown of essential
services including trains and buses. Images of people run over by buses and other
faster moving vehicles flooded news-channels. There were a head butting of people
on religious lines, and communities were suspected for the spread the ‘virus.’
Containment zones and quarantine centers helped governments monitor movements of
‘suspicious nationals’ and some were even beaten by the police, herded like cattle
and locked in toilets and bathrooms as preventive measures. So, what would these
workers do when they come back to the villages? Or will they return to the cities
for work? The pandemic has seriously limited the choices of a migrant worker who
are now doubly marked first as ‘cultural outsiders’ and then as ever-present
biological threats. Using Walter Benjamin’s concept of ‘history’ one can argue
that the present crisis facing the workers have connections to his social pastthe fracture of his lived spaces, histories and livelihoods. It is also important
to consider here the notions of ‘home’ and the space of belonging for this
population.The government’s monetary policy of flushing banks with fresh capital
was seen as an attempt by many to get over the economic ‘shock’ and contain what
many businesses felt necessary to stabilize markets. But, is this preemptory
measure too little too small and only take care of the already well to do people
with industries? Or does India now need a comprehensive disaster management policy
that would include workers from the informal sector who now have no jobs, no social
security and sparse government help? How can such policies be more gender friendly
and provide woman and their children special benefits? There are also suggestions
that any policy framework need to involve all stakeholders and function at a
regional level. One also needs to consider distribution mechanisms which are a
bane of public spending in India. At the same time, the pandemic could also be
seen as an opportunity to reorganize workers, maximize their potential by allowing
them direct accesses to technical and financial support considering that new lines
of a ‘supply chain mechanism,’ has evolved post Covid. But, for India to be a
global power of comparative competence, programs of growth and development need
to be environmentally sustainable.Against this backdrop, Damdama College organized
two days National Webinar on “Migration in India amidst Covid-19 Pandemic:
Implications, Challenges and Future Preparedness” on 18-19 July, 2020 in order to
explore issues of the migrant laborers’ crisis from different perspective. This
book of abstract is a knowledge hub which is a product of the papers presented by
the esteemed presenters at the webinar.
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An Unconventional Mental Health of Independent Age Group During COVID-19 Period:
In the Context of Indian Society
Uddipta Sarma
In a population composition, aged group from 15 years to 65 years is called independent or
working people. As a whole, they become mentally, economically independent as well as
responsible citizen who tries to serve the nation, society and family with their capabilities.
Mental health refers to cognitive, behavioural, and emotional well-being. It is all about how
people think, feel, and behave. Mental health can affect daily living, relationships, and physical
health. The condition of mental health has going worsen during the phase of Covid-19
pandemic. The lockdown has clearly come out as a nightmare for this aged group. We, Indian
people always believes on cheering or sharing happiness, joys, sadness with other peoples
and always believes on brotherhood. This unexpected pandemic as well as the lockdown
generating mental condition likes anxieties, depression, and bipolar depression and so on. As
a result of these mental health conditions, we have seen and heard so many heart-breaking
stories of violation or being violated by someone from the family members during this period.
This is not only specific to some gender or environment. The outcome of this paper will
evaluate the mental health condition of independent or working age groups i.e. aged from 15
years to 65 years in regards to gender in the context of both rural and urban life of India. This
study will also help to create or generate possible remedies to overcome the mental illnesses
during or post this pandemic.
Keywords: Independent age-sex group; COVID 19 period; Indian society; rural-urban life.
Looking at Migrant Women on the Move through a Gender Lens
Dr. Krisha Das
From the time WHO declared the COVID 19 pandemic as a global health emergency, it has
rapidly spread around the world, posing enormous health, economic, environmental and social
challenges to the entire human population. As the Government of India declared lockdown
from 24th March for an initial period of 21 days borders were immediately sealed, transportation
came to a halt, all kinds of economic activities were shut down. Thousands of migrant workers
faced the brunt of as they were rendered jobless, homeless, cashless during the sudden
lockdown. In India migrant workers are those who leave their homes in search of means of
earning a livelihood and mostly they migrate from rural areas to urban centres. Among these
workers, women form yet another marginalized group, facing a lot of hazards as they move
from one patriarchy to another during the course of their migration. Lack of solid information
and the failure of both the centre and the respective states governments to provide them with
alternatives, these workers began their journey back to their native places from the urban
centres shaking the collective conscience of people across the globe. This paper while
discussing migration theory in general shall focus on the women migrants returning home
trekking thousands of kilometres on foot or by any available means of transport during
lockdown implemented to restrict the spread of a highly contagious virus. The paper shall try
to comprehend the unprecedented woes of these women through a gender lens with an
argument that struggle for survival for these women is not a result of COVID-19 or merely the
lockdown associated with it but is related to the persistent gender inequalities that are deep
rooted in our psyches and our cultures.
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Challenges of Reverse Migration Amidst Covid-19 & Its Impact on Indian Rural
Economy; A Way Forward
Ankur Bagchi
Corona calamity is one of the greatest human disasters of the history which is unbelievably
affecting the whole world in 21st century. The Human society is facing an unprecedented
economic, social and political crisis due to this pandemic, where still there is great uncertainty
about its length and severity. But at the present time, reverse migration is one of the most
critical problems for India. COVID-19 pandemic acted as a forceful factor to push back the
‘Migrant Labourers’ towards their native land; especially the rural migrants who were earlier
moved to the mega cities which are currently the epicentre of COVID-19. Currently, this
reverse migration created a huge problem of unemployment and in near future it’s also going
to create severe economic and social crisis; especially in rural and deprived areas. Migration
is an important demographic feature and also a common phenomenon in India. Due to the
large diversity in the country there are huge regional imbalances between the different states.
Even there are large dissimilarities within the different regions of the same state. Therefore,
it’s natural that people move from their native state to other states and from the
underdeveloped regions towards the developed regions of the same states of India in search
of employment opportunities. In rural India the rate of out-migration is very high because every
year millions of young villagers move towards the developed cities in search of employment
and better life opportunities. But right now, these poor migrant labourers are highly affected
segregated section of the society, whom does not have any proper shelter in those
metropolitan cities, where they were working from so long and even do not have food to survive
in this critical situation. That is why they are returning to their homes on their foot by covering
thousands of miles. These images of returning migrant labourers to their native land are
distracting and pathetic for any civic society. Therefore, in recent time this reverse migration
created a great headache for the Union as well as for the State Government because right
now and also in post COVID period providing employment to those migrant labourers will be
a herculean task for both of them. Thus, the paper tries to analyse the challenges of reverse
migration due to COVID-19 and its ambush on Indian rural economy. Furthermore, the paper
made an attempt to find the possible resolution by which the policymakers can disentangle
the problems of vulnerable migrant labourers in the post corona period by focusing mainly on
making rural economy self-reliant and self-sustain. Beside that the paper also analyse the
major measures that has been taken by the Indian Government for the welfare of the migrant
labourers under the ‘Economic Stimulus Package’ in response to COVID-19 pandemic. In the
end, the paper advocates an immediate need for a ‘National Migrant Policy’.
Keywords: COVID-19; Migrant Labourers; Reverse Migration; Rural Economy; Self-Reliant
and -Sustain; Economic Stimulus Package.
Dislocation and Uprootedness
R Shalini Thakur
Every individual life with an aim and for this the people migrates from one place to another or
from their country to foreign just with a vision to accomplish and fulfill a need of better future.
Hence there are various reasons for their movement like food, money or better future for their
children. In the pre COVID-19 phase poor people were working hard for their daily bread with
the least apprehension about the demon called COVID. When this pandemic attacked our
country, everything went for stand still. For first month each one of them abided to all the rules
and regulations issued by the Government showing their sensible behavior. However, soon
their patience exhausted as they were running out of money and on top of that their small
rooms added to their miseries ahead. There was nothing to be done except endure this but it
too could not last too long. The labours whom every city relies for development began to move
back to their native places. Since no transportation was available so they decided to progress
on foot. Though some bigshots came to their help but those who managed help were quiet
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few in number. There were huge number of those unsung heroes who took up this jaw-biting
task to go back to their roots. Many incidents shook us internally when we witnessed them
through media. So, they migrated leaving behind the big cities and also left behind their
dreams and their wishes too. This migration was not just physically but it was also mental
migration. It was not just the dislocation or up rootedness of poor people at ground level but
they also suffered mentally and emotionally. Though they were going back to their original
birth places but they were saddened as this COVID has shattered all their dreams. I and you
all can survive but they will take years to overcome this emotional trauma and strengthen their
courage to come to cities again with normal life. Hence the migration is not phasal one but it
is lifetime migration
Mental Health of Migrants During Covid-19 Pandemic in India
Sruthi.S
Migrants are defenceless network for the improvement of extreme, intense and interminable,
unfavourable emotional wellness outcomes due to COVID 19 pandemic, through different
multidimensional components, many acting simultaneously to cause physical, mental, and
socio-efficient difficulties. Also, the prohibitive estimates embraced during lockdown and
control COVID 19-approach, related down degree of the enactments and laws of word related
security and wellbeing in India can possibly disturb and hasten the unfavourable
consequences for the mind of inner vagrant specialists. Considering the adverse word related
edge, which improves the powerlessness, the emotional well-being network ought to set
themselves up for taking care of the test of an upsurge in the mental sicknesses among this
word related network Mental health is a basic angle that should be tended to, making it basic
to start ventures against the mental sick impacts because of pandemic through creating
mindfulness and mental readiness among the Migrants. This research paper is primarily
aiming to study the mental health of Migrants during COVID-19 pandemic in India and the
emerging mental health issues among the Migrants. This research paper also suggests the
various measures to boost the mental health of migrants at the period of COVID-19 pandemic.
The data for this study were collected from various secondary sources such as articles,
newspapers, magazines, and websites.
Keywords: COVID-19; Migrants; Mental Health; Lockdown; Pandemic.
Impact of Covid-19 Pandemic on Migrant Workers: An Analytical Study of Hapjan
Development Block, Tinsukia (Assam)
Anjumoni Kotoki
India’s nationwide lockdown due to Covid-19 pandemic has critically dislocated the migrant
population. The Central Government imposed lockdown and closed business, companies and
other local authorities followed with measures such as creating containment zones. COVID19 has a huge impact on the migration status of workers, including seasonal workers who lost
their jobs or were restricted in their movements to reach their destination. Although many
countries have been promoting measures to regularize migrants and extend their work
permits, many of them were left without protection and therefore, they are likely to become
victims of traffickers. The sudden shut down of business and companies across the worldwide
forced the people to leave their jobs and migrant to their native places making them helpless.
Most of the employees and other unorganized workers lose their jobs and shelter. More than
dozen migrants in India have died either due to illness or starvation. Many of them committed
suicide. Lacking jobs, money and with public transportation shut down, thousands of migrants
were force to walk hundreds of miles back to their home villages, even some people were died
during their journey. At present a large number of migrant employees from Assam were
insecure and scared to return to workplaces as they faced horrible experience due to lock
down. So, an attempt has been made in this paper to study the impact of Covid-19 on Migrant
workers of Hapjan Development Block.
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Keywords: Migrant; Covid-19; Lockdown.
Pandemic and Economically Marginalized: Understanding the condition of Migrant
workers in India during the Covid-19 Pandemic
Abhijit Baruah I Ankur Jyoti Bhuyan
The pandemic situation in the wake of Covid-19 has brought the world into a standstill, with its
ubiquity across all aspects of human life. Besides creating global health crisis, it has also
triggered disastrous socio-economic and political consequences on a global scale. However,
for a developing economy like India with a massive dependence on the informal sector and a
comparatively weaker public health infrastructure, covid-19 has wreaked havoc on many
fronts. The pandemic has exposed the critical condition of India’s health sector and caused
waves of worries vis-a-vis the state of public health. The economy seems to be in tatters in
the wake of series of nation-wide lock down. With India’s informal economy comprising almost
93% of the total workforce (Economic Survey of India, 2018-19), the lock down has caused
irreparable damage to the larger population of the country. However, the impact has been
irretrievably devastating for the migrant workers mostly hailing from Bihar, Uttar Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Orissa and Assam (Naskar, 2020). Besides causing them
bankruptcy, the lockdown has pushed them nearly into a condition of statelessness. This
marginalized section has been pushed to a condition of economic, social and political
vulnerability. They are compelled to undergo the experience of ‘thin concept of citizenship’.
This situation has been an alarming bell for government to augment the range of policies
related to economic and social safety of the marginalized. It is in this context that the paper
tends to understand the condition of India’s migrant workers during the nationwide lock down
period. The proposed paper would look at the economic and social vulnerabilities of this
section of population and contextualize an ethical concern urging the government to
strengthen the social safety net in near future for securing the citizenship entitlements of the
economically marginalized.
Migration in India During Covid-19 Pandemic: A General Perspective
Rohit Singh Tomar
Migration is not a new concept. It takes places from many of years, even we see the pattern
of migration during Indus valley civilization. Migration refers to the movement of people from
places to places. it may be internal that is with in the country and international that is between
the countries. Through migration there is the exchange of thoughts, custom, tradition, culture
and get a chance to learn many new things. Sometimes migration can also be done due to
unprecedent reason such as natural calamities, civil war, diseases and many other factors.
But the recent migration in our country is due the current pandemic situation that is COVID19, many migrant worker families started to return their native places in spite of non-availability
of public transport they choose to walk to cover thousands of kilometres of journey on their
foot in spite of promises given by government for providing food , work and facility of public
transport so that they can safely reaches their home safely but nothing make impact due to
which some people reach to their destination and some are died during their journey . internet
is flooded with the photos of children, women, old people who helplessly walk bare foot in the
scorching heat of June who’s plain can easily see there from their eyes. There are many
reasons for this abundance migration. some of them are fake news circulation, there is news
of misadministration of some places, people run out of money, basic necessities of people not
get fulfilled by the government, feedback mechanism does not follow in delivering services
and many more reasons are there. As we do not change what had happened but now there is
a need of proper studying the pattern of migration that take place during this pandemic and
prepared us for the future so that the pain that people suffer and those who lose their life does
not get wasted.
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India’s Political Challenges in The Midst of Covid-19 Pandemic
Mr. Mohan Pathak I Mr. Ajay Kumar Pandey
Today, the entire world is reeling from the ravages of covid19 pandemic which has created an
atmosphere of extreme anxiety, fear and incertitude in the mind of every individual across the
globe. At the same time, geo-political environment of the world has also undergone a sea
change following the enormity and unprecedented nature of the current situation. In fact, the
pandemic has shaken the whole structure of the existing human society with the rise of unseen
challenges erupting every single day in the form of looming economic distress and huge
burden and onus on the part of decision makers in handling the ongoing extraordinary
situation. India is among the worst affected countries by coronavirus which has not only
claimed the lives of thousands of people but also brought a major shift in country’s economic
and political paradigm. Now the big question is how the government is going to take all sort of
necessary steps in restoring normalcy and recovering country’s economy to bring it back on
the track. Further, India’s escalating tension with its immediate neighbours, china and Nepal,
in the midst of pandemic is another matter of grave concern. The recent violent faceoff
between India and china near Galwan valley along LAC where 20 Indian soldiers were killed
by Chinese troops provides us a clear-cut indication that India is grappling with multiple set of
both internal and external crisis at a time when the economy has already been severely hit by
the pandemic. In view of all these issues, the present study will make an attempt to analyse
how the covid19 pandemic as the symbol of disparity and hardship has made a tremendous
influence in the Indian politics right from country’s leadership, political situations and its
responses to deal with the challenges. As per as the source of data collection is concerned,
the study would primarily rely on secondary sources.
Keywords: Covid-19; Geo-political; Economic; Political paradigm; LAC.
Combating Hunger and Xenophobia: A Study in The Light of Human Rights of
Migrants in India During Covid-19 Pandemic
Swarnim Ghatani I Rupendra Tamang
They did all they could do to go back to their native place but however they are still stuck at
borders, states and districts that do not belong to them. The said situation is that of the
Migrants who were once forced to leave their home, sometimes leaving behind their families
in search of better opportunities and earnings but now during the outbreak of such pandemic
in the nature of Covid-19, scores of migrant workers tend to move back to their native places
on account of the restrictions imposed on routine activities as part of social distancing norms
to prevent such communicable disease. The migrants being the most marginalized sections
of the society who rather depends on daily wages for their living, are the most affected ones
while combating such pandemic. Keeping in mind the scale and severity of the Migrants and
the Covid-19 pandemic the Human Rights concerns over these migrants are such they should
be treated in a humane manner where the states should abide by international standards on
the use of force and humane treatment in their efforts to deal with such migrant workers in
response to this rampant and widespread epidemic, regardless of their migration status. This
article tends to highlight the plight of such migrant workers in India and also lays emphasis on
the importance of Human Rights concerns as an immediate and most effective remedies in
combating such issues of hunger, shelter, healthcare, loss of wages, xenophobia that is being
faced by the migrant labourers. A strong social protection is the need of the hour.
Keywords: Migrants; Pandemic; Human Rights; Healthcare; Xenophobia; International
standards; Social Protection.

5|P ag e

N A T I O N A L

W E B I N A R

I

D A M D A M A

C O L L E G E ,

A S S A M

Abstract Book

Migration in India Amidst Covid-19 Pandemic:
Implications, Challenges and Future Preparedness
Problems Faced by Migrants During Covid-19
Dinesh Kumar

It is an established fact that numerous problems were faced by the migrants in India during
the wake of covid-19. It has been regarded as the tough time for the migrants in Indian who
have been subjected to various hardships and problems including social, economic, and also
discrimination on the basis of class division. After the lockdown was imposed by the central
government as well as state governments, millions of workers had to deal with loss of income,
uncertainty about their future as well as food shortage. In the absence of transportation, they
started walking towards their destination and native places without any help which, no doubt,
multiplied their hardships to manifold. Although the central and state governments arranged a
number of facilities for them, but still their situation is not up to the mark as their migration
resulted in their starvation, suicide and deaths on the way because they did not get basic
facilities as well as medical aids in time.
Keywords: Migrants; pandemic; problems; starvation; destination.
Covid-19 After Phase: Government Responsiveness and Public Awareness
Trisha Bharadwaj
“I want to tell my countryman that depression is not incurable. There is a need to
create a psychologically conducive environment to begin with; First mantra is
expression of depression instead of suppression” – Narendra Modi, Prime Minister
(Man ki Baat).
This Paper aims to highlight the relationship between Mental health and the Global Pandemic,
along with the need to generate awareness, formulate policies with deeper introspection and
downward implementation. Looking at the deteriorating fall of economy, uncertainty in
Educational sector gripped with other major socio environmental and natural disasters in
mainland India and North east in particular, it is obvious that posing a sound mental health
had grown to be a challenge. A big take on the Government, public officials, Social Activist,
and not the least leaving citizens in distress. When the need to address Mental illness was
never considered, now it has topped the priority list. The need of formulating new policies to
tackle mental illness just like any other physical illness is and should be a bigger concern at
this juncture. And the government to get ready to bear huge responsibility to itself, towards
people. India hasn’t conducted any polls and surveys of this nature and reasons are
unanswered. While being the most populated country, the range of problems would be wider
and definitely more during and after the Pandemic phase. Policies can have a huge impact on
one's physical wellbeing and eventually one's mental health, making its scope inclusive
enough. The paper concludes with how a person's mental health doesn’t operate in vacuum
and both internal and external environment generating a bigger role to play. It is a matter of
concern as to why no budget allocation has been forwarded to mental health section. Lastly
widening the purview of public policy, the paper would politically analyse and look out for
suggestions to tackle the COVID-19 19 after phase, making Government, public officials,
policy formulators and people more responsible, more aware and more answerable.
Keywords: Covid-19; Pandemic; Government; Policy.
Chronic Crisis: The Emergence of Invisible India
Dr Shoaib Ekram
International Organization for Migration (IOM), in a study in 2005 records that around 190
million people i.e. 3 per cent of the world’s population, lived in a place different from the one
in which they were born. This figure throws light on the colossal amount and complexity of the
phenomenon called migration. It is local as well as international at the same time. This
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phenomenon was there since time immemorial but given the recent developments (Covid 19
Pandemic), it has reached proportions never seen before. Of late heart rendering pictures of
their plight have sent shivers down our spine. The very group that had been contributing
towards the development of our country by the sheer sweat of their brow, their labour, are now
struggling to get back home alive. Their voices are neither heard by the politicians in the
villages they had left behind for ‘greener pastures’ nor by the ones in cities where they spend
a large part of their working life. Does this mean they are not politically irrelevant? The present
paper attempts to find some answers.
A Study on Human Rights Violations of Migrant Workers of Assam during Corona
Virus Pandemic: Issues and Challenges.
Sanchuma Goyary
Indian migrant workers during the Corona Virus pandemic have suffered multiple hardships
and difficulties leading to violation of human rights. India’s sudden nationwide lockdown amidst
the pandemic forced hundreds and thousands of migrant workers working in different states
to walk home hundreds of kilometres due to shutting down of transportation and due to lack
of any financial support or assistance. Some even losing their lives while their journey back to
their respective villages. The chaos and desolation of the migrant workers were visible in
different metropolitan cities when desperate migrant workers crowded inadequate and
insufficient transportations provided by the various state governments. Various policies taken
up by the Indian Government arrantly contradicts the safeguarding of human rights of the
migrant workers. Racial discrimination, unavailable to provide even the basic needs of the
migrant workers tends to violation of human rights. Similarly, like the rest of the migrant
workers of different states in India, Assam’s migrant workers also went through untold
sufferings and human rights violations. They have suffered prejudice, racial discrimination and
even the lack of basic necessities to survive amidst the Corona Virus Pandemic. Some of the
unfortunate had to travel back to their respective villages hundreds of kilometres on foot or by
bi-cycle. Therefore, it is imperative to analyse and study the issues and challenges of the
migrant workers of Assam leading to human rights violations. This paper will attempt to
analyse and study on the mentioned topic.
Keywords: Migrant Workers; Assam; Human Rights Violations; Discrimination; Prejudice
Academic Mobility During COVID-19
Urna Bhattacharjee
Now unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic spread rapidly across the world. Human have faced
the greatest challenge since World War Two. It has potential to create devastating social,
economic and political crises as well as disrupt our education system. Due to COVID-19
Educational institutions had been closed, government quickly recommended shifting to online
learning. For this reason, the outbreak’s impact on academic mobility has been a subject of
extensive conversation within the international education system. Inbound and outbound
mobility, as well as mobility among both students and staff (academic and administrative) were
considered. This study has focused on Academic mobility during this pandemic condition. This
paper is divided into three parts: The first part is focused on the concept of Academic mobility.
In the second part is the cause of academic mobility during this pandemic period. The third
part is devoted to different recommendations based mainly on current practices to
improvement of education on the bases of academic mobility during this lockdown period.
Keywords: Unprecedented; Pandemic; Online learning; Academic mobility; Inbound and
outbound mobility.
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Covid-19 and Migrant Labourers of Assam: An Analysis
Neelakshi Talukdar

Eradicating a pandemic is not an overnight business but its transmission is quicker than
anything else as community transfer. When a virus attacks overnight thousands of people
throughout the world, it creates terror among the lives of the people. Human history has been
witnessing several crises on this earth since time immemorial. COVID-19 seems to be one of
those human catastrophes, which sweep away the lives of thousands of individuals from
across the world. As soon as it reached India, the Government had no other option but for a
total lockdown process through several stages in order to stop the transmission. Assam is the
land of migrants since centuries and alongside, due to lack of employment opportunity in the
state, the local youths tend to go outside for better employability. Assam has fewer cases
initially but increases gradually with the coming back of people from outside the state. Assam
is an extraordinary case of migration where it has been witnessing both in- migration and outmigration along with undocumented migration from neighbouring states and countries.
Unfortunately, no data have been published on people coming and going back from the state
during this pandemic. Policies should be enacted keeping the migrants at the central position.
They are the backbone of development paradigm and the state should be responsible in
engaging them in the development projects. Keeping this background in mind, the present
study is an attempt to look at the flow of migration to Assam during this pandemic and also to
suggest certain policy measures in order to understand the plight of the migrant workers who
are the worst victims of this global phenomenon.
Keywords: migration; pandemic; undocumented migration; development; policy.
Covid -19 will Food Crisis Worsen in the Future for Internal Migrant Labourers in India
Sruthi P Mohanan
Although the Lock Down was declared for resist the pandemic COVID-19, but its
consequences are mainly facing by marginalized sections particularly migrant workers. Today
they have lost their livelihood and income due to the unexpected Lock Down. We have seen
their hiking trails to their places in many ways without any safety measures like mask and
sanitizers etc. They risked their lives and continued to flee in whatever ways they could. Some
were walking long distances to their villages, while others rode in crowded vehicles like bus,
auto rickshaws and trucks. Many of them were died due to severe hunger and thirst during
this long-distance journey and it express the real picture of our country. Even though it was a
little late, the government provided them with means of transport for their return and they were
not enough. Incidents related to Shramik Train are examples. At the same time over millions
of them have been able to back to their own places. But this is not to say that it is all over.
They are lost their occupation, income and everything. All of these will lead to issues of food
insecurity and it may become one of the problems will face later. People may die due to hunger
more than this pandemic. Deficiency of nutritious food can lead to serious diseases among
them. So they must provide with adequate cares. In this circumstance, Central Government
has made certain programmes for ensuring food security among them and there are
drawbacks also. Government must have to remove these barriers for their proper execution.
This paper intends to study the impacts of COVID-19 on internal migrant labourers and
analyse food insecurity as a social security issue among them during this period and
government initiatives and downsides and to suggest solutions.
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The Migrant Crisis in India: Judicial Response
Mr. Saif Rasul Khan

The word is enveloped in a global pandemic that has halted the everyday life of millions. This
pandemic, owing to the spread of COVID-19, has brought the world to a stand-still. This
unprecedented crisis has created an environment of fear, doubt, and ambiguity of disparate
proportions. One such area that has affected India in particular, on an unparalleled scale, is
the migration of labourers all across the country. The response to the pandemic has been
erratic, disorganized and without any clear perception. This pandemic has clearly shown how
ill prepared the world is to navigate such an unpredictable predicament. In India, the
government responded by calling for complete lockdowns to minimise contact among people.
This resulted in the cessation of almost all sectors, with the exclusion of the healthcare sector.
Consequently, industries and factories and other such related areas followed suit and thus,
migrants were no longer employed in such workplaces. The lockdown was also extended to
the transport sector. Thus, with no income, food or resources, these migrants were abruptly
abandoned. Fearing the inevitable, many took drastic measures of walking back to their
hometowns to be with their families and in their homes. The government tried to address the
situation but was unprepared and had no clear thought of the aftermath of declaring a
lockdown. In these testing times, some conscious lawyers knocked on the doors of the
judiciary. The judicial response has been most intriguing, varying from a complete disregard
to taking coercive steps to aid the migrants. In light of the same, the paper shall be a doctrinal
study on the judicial response to the Indian migrant crisis and the curious nature of the
changing dimensions of the judiciary. The paper shall discuss on this attitudinal change and
reflect on the need for a better administrative machinery in India.
Keywords: migrants; migrant crisis; judiciary; COVID-19; human rights.
Title: Road Journey and Indian Democracy During COVID-19: Future Policies On
Public Health In India
Partha Sarathi Sarkar
Migration is a good fact to understand the development of Indian democracy. In 1950 it was
started with the basic profiles of Indian society where development of human resources was
very low in status. The health aspect was highly important in this case. The people could get
low literacy and higher poverty in their lives. It was a condition when hardly any chance was
possible to assure good health because health is not only the physical state of a human being.
The urban and rural governance in this nation has helped much to design changes in the lives.
Those were very helpful for the citizens and they could make positive transformations for their
betterment. Now the nation is competing with multiple challenges as hunger and poverty. The
wage labourers are changing their inhabitations at a very rapid. They are somehow changing
their states very frequently for a longer time. Now the demographic position has got a very
newer dimension of change when a large group of persons are now trying to go back at their
place of origin. During the lock down related to the COVID 19 people are on road in absence
of any transportation. They are trying to make somehow their existence but in absence of any
governmental help they are now in high chance of various diseases. This situation is making
the pandemic more fatal and crueller. Especially during the time of March to May 2020 the risk
of diseases was very high. The health infrastructure in the nation could address their situation
but it makes a query whether that was enough or not. This study is trying to suggest how the
learning of the time can help further improvement of health policies in India.
Keywords: Migration; Human resources; Health; Wage labourers; On road.
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Protection of Rights of Migrant Domestic Workers: Legal Issues and Challenges
Amidst COVID-19 Pandemic
Dr. Sanyukta Moitra I Ms. Sukla Saha
With the shift in the mindset, more and more women have engaged themselves in office work
that was earlier dominated by men. Hence, there has been increasing demand for domestic
workers especially in cities for such households. On the other hand, age old social inequalities
based on cast and ethnicity, poverty, illiteracy and unemployment have compelled women and
girls across the states to abandon their native places and migrate to the cities. As a result,
domestic work has emerged as a prospective alternative for most women and girls aspiring
improvement in their standard of living. Once they are employed, they may be faced with
severe physical, social and economic hardships, exploitative labour conditions and a total
absence of social protection. Despite the concern of International Labour Organisation
towards the migrant domestic workers, little efforts have been made for the protection of these
marginalised sections of the society. Although the Constitution of India envisages protection
against violation, the legislations enacted to give effect to the provisions do not address these
issues adequately. Currently, there is no law regulating the recruitment of domestic workers
in India. The Inter-State Migrant Workmen (Regulation of Employment and Conditions of
Service) Act 1979 only applies when five or more workers are placed with a single employer
by a contractor. Since domestic workers usually work alone or with one other worker per
household, the recruitment regulations in this Act are not implemented. To make matters
worse, the outbreak of the pandemic has completely deprived these domestic workers from
their right to livelihood endangering their very existence. Therefore, a study on the plight of
these migrant domestic workers post the pandemic becomes imperative. The present paper
seeks to explore possible solutions to protect them from further exploitation.
Keywords: Migrant domestic workers; exploitations; International and national laws; Covid-19
outbreak; challenges; strategies.
Covid-19 And Its Impact on Migrant Workers- A Pilot Study in NCR
Neeti Hooda
It has been more than six months since the deadly virus named COVID-19 hit the world with
epicentre as (Wuhan) China. As the tsunami of COID-19 careens around the globe, it left us
with a question “What would post corona society be like”? As we’re heading in a complete
economic and health crisis situation in which no one knows what exactly how we will come
out of this situation but few changes that economist and researchers feel might be unsettling
or unfamiliar for the world and might take months or years to settle us down. Millions of people
specially migrants and informal sector workers become jobless due to the sudden worldwide
pandemic situation and they don’t have much savings to fed their families. Most of them don’t
have ration cards and all these problems prompted a mass to return to their native places,
travelling hundreds of kilometres above forty-degree heat on roads and thus most of them
trapped in cities due to sudden stoppage of inter-state trains and buses. Thus, there has been
a massive shock to employment and livelihoods. A small survey has been done specially in
Delhi from industrial workers specially the slum migrants who have shifted to resettlement
colonies from “jhughi jhopris”. The survey mainly focused on the questions relating to food
availability, income, location, employment status, knowledge about Covid-19 and the aid given
by the employers and government in order to sustain their livelihood. Snow ball sampling has
been used in order to collect data and the target population comprised of construction workers,
daily wage earners, auto/bus/rickshaw drivers and some agricultural workers.
Keywords: Careens; jobless; migrants; food availability; trapped
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Arrival of Kashmiri Students to Their Homeland during Covid-19 Pandemic: Travel
Facilities and Management in Quarantine Centers
Rayees Ahmad
The biggest calamity after the World War II human beings ever faced is covid-19 pandemic. It
has not only affected humans’ health but also economy, education as well as social fabric of
the society. After health experts warned about its human to human transmission, almost every
country has come up with only one solution to fight against covid-19 is lockdown. India has
too put restrictions to fight against covid-19 pandemic. On 22 March 2020 government of India
has ordered complete lockdown across the country. But put such restrictions were not easy
for developing countries especially for India whose population is 1.38 billion. This has
impacted almost all sections of the society, especially migrant workers and student community
who are spreading in every corner of the country. They were at a high risk to being exposed
to covid-19 and to travel from one state to another was also a difficult challenge for both the
students as well as their respective state governments. Kashmir a conflict zone which forces
students to study outside the state. There are lakhs of students who are pursuing their
education outside state as well as outside country. The present paper will discuss the arrival
of Kashmiri students during covid-19 pandemic to their homeland. It will also explore how they
manage to travel during covid-19 pandemic and what type of travel facilities they were
provided? What were the management facilities in the quarantine centers? Both primary as
well as secondary data will be used for the present paper.
Keywords: Covid-19; Migration; Students; Lockdown; Management Facilities.
COVID – 19 Pandemic and Migrant Laborer: Impact on the Rural Economy
Dr. Phanindra Kalita
The unprecedented outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic has resulted a lot of issues including
health and economic crisis worldwide. Keeping view of this situation, the implementation of
nationwide lockdown brought a turmoil into the lives and livelihood of the migrant workers
living in the cities who were primarily surviving through contribution of labour to the informal
sectors. As we consider, migration is a livelihood strategy adopted by millions of Indians and
much of this migration in India is happening either for work or employment or for small
business primarily in the urban areas. In this perspective, Assam has been experiencing one
or the other form of disasters like flood, cyclone year after year, and this year, the pandemic
of COVID-19. The government has been proactive in taking various preventive and protective
measures to deal with the natural disasters and to minimise loss of life and property by creating
disaster plans and programmes. However, the current pandemic situation has posed a bigger
challenge to the government to provide livelihood to the number of returnee migrants. The
present livelihood crisis could have been averted if the government would have strengthened
the rural livelihood base of number of small and medium industries. In this crisis situation of
pandemic, adequate preparation by the administration with visionary policy implementation
can only save humanity. It is of prime importance that these migrants be offered a viable
economic opportunity in the rural areas. Apart from that various existing rural development
programmes and poverty alleviation programmes for example MGNREGA, 100 days of rural
employment guarantee and so on can also help the rural economy significantly. Furthermore,
agricultural activities, Large-scale plantation, horticulture, fishery-related activities can be
taken to create demand for jobs in rural areas.
Keywords: COVID-19; Labourer; Migrant; Pandemic; Rural Economy.
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The Bleeding Bodies, the Burdened Minds and the Barefooted Women on Move: A
Gender lens towards Migration in India amidst Covid-19.
Nibedita Das
This paper aims to look at the gender perspective of Migration in India during Covid-19
pandemic. Putting every world order into pieces, dismantling all the established socioeconomic system the novel coronavirus forced our age-old lifestyle, healthcare system and
livelihood into ventilator. This virus is not only super spreading in terms of disease and death,
but also in growing unemployment, anxiety and fear. It hurled on everyone, making no
distinction of age, caste, gender, class or religion, but its impact is disproportionately different
on different class and gender. The migrants in India faced dismaying consequences from this
crisis as loss of income, food shortages and uncertainty about their future unnerved them. Not
only the heap of dead bodies, flooded hospitals, empty streets, masked people but the
migrants walking barefoot hundreds of miles with hungry children, women carrying babies both
inside and outside with empty stomach on the empty roads will be the indelible images of this
pandemic. This paper will focus on the problems and challenges faced by women migrants. It
will highlight the underlying gender inequality that is there in the society. It aims to bring out
the multifaceted impact of pandemic on the women migrants.
Keywords: Pandemic; Migrants; Women
Educational Challenges for Migrant Children Of India Amidst Covid-19 Pandemic
And Way Forward
Sabeena Khatoon
The Covid-19 pandemic and resultant lockdown has engendered reverse migration of
migrant workers from cities. They were compelled to return to villages immediately because
of the loss of work. It has exposed the pretermitted vulnerabilities of under privileged
population. These migrant families, who are in the bottom of economic and social hierarchy
in India have a threat to life due to lack of accessibility to basic human needs like food,
shelter, education and others. Although, some initiatives have been taken for providing
basic needs but other basic incontrovertible needs like education has become secondary
which cannot be, it is not so just because it is a fundamental right and included in SDGs
but it is also a tool to recover the harm caused by pandemic. It calls for immediate attention
to reflect upon the new educational issues of migrant children, which directly includes their
affected schooling and indirectly it includes equal opportunity to education, food security,
shelter for a secure living environment, assuring mental stability of child. This study was
an attempt to understand the rising educational challenges f or migrant children amidst
Covid-19 pandemic and the relation of education with other fundamental needs. The
study also investigated the effectiveness of new educational policies for them. The
primary data collected from migrant families and the secondary data from articles,
reports, news, webinar-discussion were used and analysed qualitatively for the study. The
study discussed the role of civil society and collaborative approach to the problem. It also
proposed an alternative for affected schooling in the form of a new approach
‘education/school to child' against the traditional approach ‘child to school/ education’
including life skills in curriculum followed by Community based learning model.
Keywords: role of civil society; collaborative approach; life skills; community-based learning
model.
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Covid-19 Pandemic and The Indian Migrant Workers: An Analysis
Dr. Naba Kumar Kalita
The migrant workers of India during Covid-19 pandemic faced unexpected troubles. For
lockdown imposed in the country, factories and workplaces were shut down and millions of
migrant workers were helpless with the loss of income, food shortages and a life with
uncertainty towards future. As a result, a lot of families went hungry, thousands of the workers
started walking back home having no means of transport. The central government and state
governments, in response, initiated different steps to assist them, and ultimately provided
transport facilities. In accordance with the World Economic Forum, there are 139 million
migrants in the country. The fearful point is that the International Labour Organization
forecasted about 400 million workers would be jobless and thereby poverty-stricken for
pandemic and lockdown. Reports exhibit most of the workers in the country hail from Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh. A number of migrant workers are attracted
towards Delhi and Mumbai. Men workers migrate in search of works while female workers
migrate by marriage. Majority of the workers are in the group of daily-wage labourers engaged
in construction and manufacturing industries. The matter of deep concern is that many workers
work in the informal sector and thereby often denied adequate housing and sanitation, nutrition
and healthcare. Most workers are from the rural areas living in cities for years for work. Many
workers without adequate savings have been living in the factory dormitories which were
closed owing to lockdown. The pathetic point is many migrant workers also died for lockdown,
starvation, suicides, exhaustion, road and train accidents, police inhumanity and denial of
timely health care creating unprecedented situations.
Keywords: Covid-19; Migrant Workers; Pandemic; Lockdown; Timely Health Care.
An Impact Of Covid-19 On Informal And Migrant Workers: In The Context Of Indian
Rural Economy
Neelanjana Dhar
In present days, Covid-19 pandemic is one of the most challenging and worst occurrences for
India as well as the whole world. For the emergence of public health, Indian government has
been imposed a lockdown in the entire country. So that all the economic activities were getting
stopped and people who were from rural areas and worked as informal and migrant labourers
in urban region started losing their work. Streets and villages were flooding with migrant
workers. Many of them failed to reach their respective places as they died on streets and
railways. Rural economy has been hitting hardest as large number of rural migrant workers
have lost their work. They have been going through the deep of poverty and life risk. Those
workers created excess pressure on agriculture and others rural economic activities. Beside
that community spread of corona virus has started among them due to low testing and
reporting of Covid-19. It affected their physical as well as mental health badly and brought
their condition even more worsening. This current study of this paper will show the impact of
Covid-19 lockdown on those migrant and informal labourers in crisis of their livelihood. This
paper will also evaluate the summery of grievous crisis on rural economy due to Covid-19 in
the context of Rural India.
Keywords: Covid-19 Lockdown; Migrant and informal workers; poverty; Community spread;
Indian Rural Economy.
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Impact of Covid-19 on Indian Economy with Special Reference to Agriculture and
Informal Sector
Lukendra Kakati and Iftikhar Hussain
The COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in an unprecedented health crisis all over the world,
where everyone is still grappling with the unknown characteristics of the virus. This is also an
economic crisis to such a scale that many wonders about uncertainty of the world economy to
revive back to its pre pandemic days. With the prolonged country-wide lockdown, global
economic downturn and associated disruption of demand and supply chains, the economy is
likely to face a protracted period of slowdown. With the ongoing pandemic, livelihoods of all
the farmers and the people who are indulging in this sector are at high risk. Just a short span
of the pandemic will leave an everlasting effect on the agricultural sector. Due to the pandemic
the informal sector is also in high risk. In India more than 400 million workers in the informal
economy are at risk of falling deeper into poverty during the crisis. In this paper impact of
Covid-19 pandemic will be discussed in both the Agriculture & Informal Sectors and put
forward a set of policy recommendations for the revival these sectors.
Keywords: Indian economy; Economic crisis; Pandemic; Agriculture; Informal sector.
Arrival of The Migrants to Their State Amidst COVID-19 Pandemic And
Management in Quarantine Centres
Neha Kumari Prasad
The current scenario of India and the world is wrapped up in panic and disaster as the COVID19 -has developed itself as a pandemic covering the whole world. India which is a home to the
second most populous region in the world is suffering terribly while meeting the needs of its
migrant population. The continuous to and fro movement of migrants from their work
destination to their home destination or vice versa has led to a lot of community transmission
of the disease. This has made not only the migrants prone to the pandemic but also to the
entire passive people around. A sharp rise in the corona virus cases were recorded in India
as the movement of the migrants started, be it interstate or intra state. Several state
governments came up with different regulations and norms for those entering and departing
the state of which the fourteen-day quarantine was the most effective one. This paper deals
with the inside look of the quarantine centre from the eyes of those who were quarantined for
days in the different camps, stadiums, schools, hotels etc to undergo the government norms.
A detailed study of the suspected corona infected people who were quarantined in Assam’s
several quarantine centres have been made. Interviews, online questionnaire and schedules
have been the medium of collecting data in this pandemic period while maintaining social
distancing. A detailed study of the data shows various quarantine centre having varied facilities
and different hospitality. The issues and findings have been discussed using graphs and
narratives.
Keywords: Pandemic; Corona; Migrant; Quarantine; Interstate and intra state.
Student, Symbiosis Institute of Health Sciences
Dr. Nikita Srivastava
COVID- 19 or the novel coronavirus, has caused major disaster world over in the form of a
major pandemic. It has a high infectivity rate. Human-to-human transmission which was not
established at the onset of the outbreak by the WHO, has caused the virus to sweep and
spread, break boundaries and reach all across the world, it had its origin in the Wuhan province
of China. A major containment measure for restricting its spread was to enforce a lockdown
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in almost all countries affected by it. Now in a country which is a home for 1.3 billion individuals
and has widespread poverty, with a good fraction of people taking up jobs in the unorganized
sector and surviving on their daily wages, the decision to lockdown came as a shock, lead to
their sudden unemployment. Also, we see gender discrepancies in a large scale here in
various aspects which was accentuated with the enforcement of lockdown. It is thought to
have various negative impacts on women’s mental and reproductive health. A way out of these
problems and towards normal is needed.
Keywords: COVID-19; novel coronavirus; pandemic; lockdown; migrant workers; gender
discrepancies.
COVID-19, Migration & Rural Economy: A Discussion
Dr. Sujata Choudhury
The outbreak of the pandemic Covid-19 all over the world, creates all types of disasters on
human society including health, socio-economic and all. Being a contagious respiratory
disease, it is spreading into all communities. Since it contains the possibilities of both the
symptomatic transmission and the asymptomatic transmission, the virus is creating havoc in
almost all part of the globe. The world witnesses around 555K deaths of human lives till date
due to Covid-19. At the same time, India witnesses around 21,604 deaths (Source: Wikipedia,
date: 10/07/2020). The situation in Assam is not a different than the other parts of the country
and is spreading very sharply. As a restrictive step on the spreading of the virus, lockdown is
practiced in almost all the part of the world. India too is adopting the same, especially in its
major cities. Generally, migration has been adopted as a survival strategy by the poor and a
significant proportion of rural household incomes come from migration and daily-wage labours.
The virus is playing the vital role of Push Factor to cause migration of the migrant labour back
to native villages. This time the migration is of the migrant workers back towards the villages.
Now these villages are facing with some new challenges like the risk of spreading of the
pandemic in the areas because of lack of awareness, poor supply of clean water, malnutrition,
poor healthcare facilities and personnel in public health centres and district hospitals etc and
the challenges of a livelihood. The present paper is trying to highlight the socio-economic
challenges caused by the influx of the migrant labour in the rural economy.
Key words: COVID -19; rural economy; labour, migrants; survival.
State and its response in pandemic emergency: COVID-19 and migrant workers
Dr Tapan Das,
Most of the countries across the globe invariably keep themselves prepared for any kind of
emergencies that are induced by nature and some time because of human activities. History
is replete with events and incidents which often has changed the course of human life.
Sometime, these unforeseen situations bring about a dramatic change such as civil war in
Europe, Afro-Asian and America. The world war brought untold sufferings to mankind and
disrupted the socio-economic life of the countless people. At other time, mankind has to face
the fury of nature in the form of earthquakes, cyclones and typhoons, floods and famines etc
which cause immense sufferings and incalculable loss to life and property. The present article
will engage in the attempt to explore regarding the preparedness of state, how adequately and
appropriately, it has been able to deal with pandemic, a critical and scientific analysis
regarding its role in assuaging the plight of migrant workers in particular
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COVID-19 Pandemic Migrants Laborers and its impact on the Rural Economy
Chetana Das
‘They will go to die where there is life.’ India’s strict lockdown to halt the spread of corona virus
meant that most factories and businesses shut down, rendering millions jobless. As a result,
daily wage labourers took long journeys to go back to their homes. Some managed to get
transport, but those who couldn’t, walked hundreds of miles. Some migrant workers sleeping
on rail tracks on their journey back to their villages in different states were crushed to death
by a goods train. The reason behind this desire to return home are not far to seek. They feel
that the village ecosystem provides them emotional security, and to a large extent, food
security. This is an unprecedented situation. But this also provides an unprecedented
opportunity for the nation. In the effort to jump-start the economy, mainly the micro, small and
medium enterprises (MSME) sector, we could try and integrate these reluctant to return
migrant workers into India’s rural economy. This may be an occasion to realize the dream of
Mahatma Gandhi by making his concept of gram swaraj a reality. Covid-19 will have both short
and long run effect on the rural economy in India.
A Study on Understanding the Mental Health of Migrants During Covid-19 Pandemic in
India With Special Reference to Dhubri District of Assam
Smita Boro
Mental health has specific importance for a better and balanced growth of personality. To lead
a good life everybody should possess good mental health. COVID-19 that means Coronavirus
disease is an infectious disease caused by a newly discovered coronavirus. COVID-19 affects
different people in different ways. Due to pandemic situation of COVID-19 the whole world
might have stopped in its tracks. Indian Government also decided and suddenly given
lockdown the whole country, for this reason it caused bad impact on the economic sector of
our country. All the factories were taken off, that’s why extracted most of the workers. Loss of
income and jobs, insecurities and social isolation are increasing and are likely to deteriorate
the mental health of migrant population which may worsen in post lockdown period. The
COVID-19 pandemic is now with in families and communities with additional mental stress.
Those most at risk are front line workers, all the people, adolescents and young people those
with pre-existing mental lose conditions and those with conflict and crisis. The recent picture
of migrant laborers are thousands of kilometres they walked with their families including the
elderly and small children and putting their lives at risk have stirred the nations conscience the
destination is only how they come to their native place. One cannot walk in hunger pangs so
one will not be able to walk because of sore feet. The deep impact that the COVID-19
pandemic is having on the mental health of people worldwide, the International Organization
for Migration (IMO) calls for pro-active measures to be taken by government worldwide to
ensure that the mental health and psycho-social needs of migrants and displaced persons are
taken into consideration in governments responses. To mitigate this, a focused approach is
required so that mental health services reach them in the community.
Keywords: Mental health; COVID-19; Pandemic; Migrants; Laborers.
Migration and Human Security in India Amidst Covid-19 Pandemic: Emerging Issues
and Concerns
Farzia Yashmeen Chaliha
With the world turning more globalized with increase in free market economy, trade and
communications across State borders the instances of cross-border and internal migration
levels had also increased over the years. This in turn, had resulted into increase in population
levels and this had invariably raised questions about the carrying capacity of a particular region
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and overuse of resources thereby effecting sustainability of both livelihood and ecological
balance. However, in many places, migration had facilitated and promoted socio-economic
developmental processes also. The current on-going migrations are due to the spread of
coronavirus or COVID-19 Pandemic throughout most parts of the world, which had resulted
into loss of livelihood, habitat and asserts, social disruptions and disorder and severance from
an ecosystem that had sustained the lives of daily wage earners, factory workers, industrial
labours as well as out stationed students and small and big business firms. As such, amongst
the types of migratory phenomena the one that triggered the most in India is poverty related
displacement and is more notable and severe under the augies of the spread of the
coronavirus throughout the State. According to WHO estimates, the total number of
coronavirus cases in India had been on the rise every day with total 7,93,802 found positive
and 21, 604 deaths so far. Thus, poverty, loss of livelihood and fear of death had compelled
many people as aforementioned to leave their place of livelihood and return to their native
places in search of security (human security) and safety. But, to their surprise they could hardly
avail any kind of security or any legal aid and ultimately fall victim to the current order.
Therefore, the dynamics of migration and human security in India amidst COVID-19 Pandemic
are to be addressed in context to both humanity and security.
Kerala’s Guest Workers Amidst Covid-19
Anjana Sreelakshmi
The year 2020 jeopardized our life with the outbreak of novel coronavirus. The pandemic has
exerted its forces not just as a health emergency but also as a social and economic crisis. The
pandemic situation followed by lockdowns in countries has just aggravated its impacts. Above
all the pandemic brought out the grimiest attack on the marginalised sections of society and
the migrant crisis witnessed in India during the lockdown period is an example of such an
attack. Over the weeks we saw the plight of migrants; an attack on their social and civil rights
in its purest forms. Talking about Kerala, for years it has been the most attractive destination
for migrants and the state also have realised the importance of these workers for running their
economy. With higher wages, more employment opportunities and better living standards
available in Kerala, the state became a humble abode for these migrants. The state’s policy
initiatives and welfare schemes for the migrant population is a well-constructed model that can
be applied by other destination states across India. Amid Covid-19 and lockdown, Kerala was
able to mitigate the challenges faced by migrant population in the state by providing them
shelter, food and proper care as like any other resident of the state. This approach has not
only gained the respect of the migrant livelihood but also it encourages the migrants to come
back to the state. This is in contrast to what we witnessed in other destination states like Delhi.
Thus, this article tries to understand the policy initiatives that Kerala has implemented for the
migrants and which has become the sole reason for these migrants to come to Kerala. Also
to understand how Kerala managed the migrant crisis amid Covid-19 and the future
implications of the crisis on the state’s functioning.
Covid-19 Pandemic and Its Influence on The Migrated Population
Kamal Baruah
Covid-19 pandemic has been declared as a global health emergency by the World Health
Organization. It has been considered as the most dangerous calamity of the 21 st century
affecting all the nations of the world. Coronavirus has rapidly spread all over the world after its
first appearance at Wuhan, China in December 2019. It has affected the global economy,
society, and polity. In this article effect of Covid-19 on the migrated population has been
discussed. The article is based on secondary data collected from journals, research papers,
and websites.
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Keywords: Covid-19; Migration
Effects of Covid-19 on Migrant workers in India
Deepshikha Dey
Covid-19 which originated in Wuhan China now got spread across the entire globe due to the
mobility of people from the origin to their destination. When on 24th March the government of
India gave countrywide national lockdown, it faced a lot of appreciation as well as criticisms
from the opposition. The migrant labourers who migrated to different states for their livelihood
due to lockdown lost their jobs overnight and the frustrated stranded migrants started to move
barefoot to their destination. The paper focuses on the highly affected states/cities by COVID19 where the in and out migration is more and leads to the spread of the disease. It also draws
attention to the condition of workers of those affected states/districts. The results show that
the states with more in and out-migration are the top 10 highly affected states with COVID-19.
Maharashtra which is recorded as the states which receive the highest migrants is the most
affected states followed by Gujarat and Delhi and Uttar Pradesh which has the highest outmigrants is also the highly affected top 10 states. Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan have the
greater number of marginal workers who move out to different states such as Maharashtra,
Delhi, and Gujarat for employment/job opportunities and business which pushes them towards
the victim of COVID-19. The paper will give a broad view of the entire COVID-19 scenario and
migration issues in India.
Impact of The Covid-19 Pandemic on Migrant Women Workers In India
Taniya Upadhaya
The impact of the pandemic is noticeable across the world, but its impact on women has been
massive in India. The crisis has affected the Indian economy in a way that has never happened
before. The expansion of lockdown in India has made life hard for women workers. They are
facing many difficulties due to migration from one place to another. This is very impotent issue
for migrant female workers where they are suffering from unemployment, lack of food and
shelter. This present paper specially deals with the issue of the situation of migrant women
workers during lockdown and their struggles and aspirations.
Keywords: Covid-19; Lockdown; Migration; Women Workers.
Floating Citizens of a Market Economy? An Analysis of Migrant Workers’ Crises
During the Coronavirus Pandemic in India.
Miss Kankhita Sharma
The crisis faced by migrant workers across the country in the wake of the on-going Corona
virus pandemic is far from being just a circumstantial outcome of a difficult time. Rather, it has
rendered manifest, the inevitable perils of choosing to orient towards a political economy that
ultimately lets markets play a decisive role in determining citizen’s access to the good life. In
that process, the role of the Indian state has undergone significant modifications and
democracy has been fast loosing substance. In the light of insights from the works of a very
popular contemporary philosopher of political theory, Professor Michael J Sandel, this paper
shall endeavour to offer a constructive critique of Indian political economy’s embrace of market
capitalism. It is argued that a key characteristic of market capitalism is that it bears the capacity
to function with a certain kind of ‘abstraction’ from the social, cultural and natural spaces where
it operates so that it tends to generate a ‘culture of indifference’ and growing lack of
accountability, the grossly terrifying consequences of which only become apparent during
times of crisis. The implications of such crises tend to be particularly worse for those who keep
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floating within the system, for having failed to find themselves a more or less settled space
within the gigantic market machine. In this paper, the phenomenon of migrant worker’s crisis
in India amidst the pandemic will be analysed from such a perspective.
Critical Analysis of Present Legislations Regarding Migration of Workers
Adv. Dr. Ravindra Ulhas Marathe I Adv. Sarika Kamdi
It is rightly said "Labour are backbone of every industry" therefore the Indian Legislators
enacted numerous legislations to protect the workforce at each level. India being a democratic
country each section of the society enjoys the protection of Law of Land i.e. Constitution Of
India. In India the then Government had enacted Inter-State Migrant Workmen (Regulation of
Employment and Conditions of Service) Act, 1979 with an objective to regulate the
employment of inter-state migrant workers and to protect the conditions of service and matters
connected with the same. But at present the nation is witnessing the poor conditions of migrant
workers who lost their lives in a very harsh manner on their way with a hope to reach their
natives’ place. The inter-State migrant workmen are generally illiterate, unorganized and
normally work under extremely adverse conditions and in view of these hardships, some
administrative and legislative arrangements were carried out both in the State from where they
are recruited and also in the State where they are engaged for work necessary to secure
effective protection against their exploitation.” which were not actually enforced. In the present
COVID 19 situation migrant workers who are working in various parts of the country are jobless
as the employers denied to pay salaries as “no work no pay” which forced the workers to leave
the job places and go back to their native places majority of which were from North India. Due
to closer of public transport they were forced to walk on street with family members or to take
any risky mode which were available to them. Though few industries started working but
migrant workers are not willing to come back again which is a threat for the smooth functioning
of the industries. Hence there is an urgent need for the legislators as well as judiciary to look
into the matter of migrant workers and to bring new legislation tackle the problems faced by
both labourers and industrialists and steps taken by the Government to control the same. The
present study particularly focuses on the current labour legislations in the light of present
COVID-19 period and its impact on the problems faced by the workers such as jobless, no
work no pays etc.
Changes in Supply chains, Price movements and Food Security: Covid-19 experience
Pallavi Chakraborty
The Covid-19 pandemic has caused massive disruption in supply chains in markets all across
the globe. This is due to lockdown imposed by the governments to prevent the spread of the
virus. Ever since the lockdown initiated in India in the last week of March, the market has
witnessed drastic changes in the demand and supply of commodities, including the essential
consumer food items. There has been a shift in consumer demand away from “food away from
home’’, such as food from restaurants and from online platforms (e.g., Zomato, Swiggy)
towards food consumed at home and this has led them to panic buying of goods. This hoarding
affected supply, since farm production of fruits, vegetables, cereals etc. are adversely affected
by supply of inputs of production, most notably labour. Limited mobility of labour brought about
by disruptions in transport and communication has reduced the plantation and harvest of these
items. Given that production of some items are more labour intensive than that of others, the
supply chains of different items are likely to affected in different ways. When the balance
between demand and supply of commodities get disrupted, it inevitably leads to fluctuations
in price and it may have quite adverse repercussions on the economy of the country. In this
backdrop, this study attempts to look into the movements of monthly prices of a few essential
food items mostly consumed in India. These include rice, wheat, dal, mustard oil, turmeric,
19 | P a g e

N A T I O N A L

W E B I N A R

I

D A M D A M A

C O L L E G E ,

A S S A M

Abstract Book

Migration in India Amidst Covid-19 Pandemic:
Implications, Challenges and Future Preparedness

sugar, onion etc. The analysis will cover a period of one year, tentatively. At this juncture, it is
important to ensure that every intermediary stage involved between initial production stage to
reaching the ultimate consumers, good storage and warehousing facilities for items which are
not quickly perishable are properly maintained and location of delivery centres should conform
to consumer safety.
Problems of Migrant Workers in Assam During COVID-19 Pandemic
Amarjyoti Chutia
Migrant workers during the COVID-19 pandemic have faced multiple hardships. With factories
and workplaces shut down due to the lockdown imposed in the country, millions of migrant
workers had to deal with the loss of income, food shortages and uncertainty about their future.
Many of them and their families went hungry. Thousands of them then began walking back
home, with no means of transport due to the lockdown. In response, the Central and State
Government took various measures to help them, and later arranged transport for them. Many
migrants also died due to the lockdown, with reasons ranging from starvation, suicides,
exhaustion, road and rail accidents, police brutality and denial of timely medical care. Migrant
labourers of Assam stuck in Maharashtra, Kerala, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu,
Delhi, Rajasthan and other states since the lockdown was announced by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on March 24. With no hope for work and a source of money, the migrant
workers are facing difficulties to buy foods and find shelter. The Assam government had
recently announced to reach out and help the migrant workers stranded outside the state by
providing financial aid; however, workers say they are still facing a lot of problems
Impact of Lockdown on Migrant Workers: A Review
Miss Alpha Rajeswari Patra I Mr. Utpal Pal I Mr. Manas Ku Sethi
This global pandemic has created several challenges for each and every human being. The
socio-economic conditions of all the countries have affected due to the outbreak of the recent
Corona virus from the Wuhan, China. India has also affected from this virus. As a preventive
measure against the transmission of this virus, nationwide lock down has declared in India by
the central government from 25th March-2020. Due to nationwide lockdown, the migrant
workers of informal sectors are facing a lot of difficulties all over the country. They are facing
problems in earning their bread and butter and worrying about the subsequent sustainability
of their livelihood during post COVID-19. Most of the migrant workers are returning to their
native places. Governments have taken several measures to contain the pandemic and
provide daily requirements to all the affected people. This paper aims at understanding the
impact of Covid-19 on migrant workers. The difficulties of the migrants are also described in
this study by collecting data from the different sources. Beside these, steps taken by the
central government as well as state government for the development of the migrant workers
are mention in this study. The policy measure and schemes declared for the migrant workers
during this pandemic situation by the respective government are analysed in the light of
different economic packages.
Keywords: Lockdown; Informal Sector; Migrant Workers; Livelihood; Economic Packages.
Impact of Covid-19 On Migrant Workers with Special Reference to Assam
Dulumoni Baishya
Migration is the universal phenomenon. It is not a new problem for Assam also. Migration is
as old as humanity but the theories of migration are new. People used to migrate from place
to place in search of food, livelihood, employment and shelter. It is closely connected with
20 | P a g e

N A T I O N A L

W E B I N A R

I

D A M D A M A

C O L L E G E ,

A S S A M

Abstract Book

Migration in India Amidst Covid-19 Pandemic:
Implications, Challenges and Future Preparedness

economic changes and with important national socio-economic and political events. Now this
problem is raised due to the pandemic situation. Migrant workers during the COVID-19
pandemic have faced multiple hardships. Due to the sudden closures of industries, factories;
migrant workers were left without jobs or a source of income to feed their families and
uncertainty about their future. The lockdown has severely affected small traders and salaried
employees who lost their jobs. Migrant workers were only the first to face the economic
consequences of nationwide lockdown. Thousands of them then began walking back home,
with no means of transport due to the lockdown. In response, the Central and State
Governments took various measures to help them, and later arranged transport for them.
Assam migrant workers are worried for their future livelihood condition and employment. In
Assam, an estimated 1.25 lakh people work as migrant workers in other state. Here an attempt
has been made to throw light on the various facets of the problem of reverse migration to
Assam and to suggest some solution to the problem.
Keywords: Migration; COVID19; livelihood; employment; Assam.
Rural Marketing Scenario Post COVID-19: Supply Chain and Price Distribution
Anjali Mishra
Today, everyone is talking about the impact of COVID-19, but only from a national perspective
or urban centric perspective. Unfortunately, not much has been spoken about the impact of
COVID-19 on the rural sector, which constitutes a large part of the economy and overall
consumption across product categories in the country. It is nearly impossible to even put a
ballpark figure to the kind of financial hit rural areas would take due to the COVID-19. Some
of the national FMCG brands are already struggling to enter certain parts of the country
dominated by local players in certain segments such as teas, masalas etc. Most of the regional
FMCG brands too, spend a lot of money on BTL (below the line) activities, without an inkling
about digital. Companies are still thinking that rural is not yet ready for localised digital
marketing and communication. However, the fact is that rural is ready for solid adoption of
digital marketing strategies. However, brands are not convinced yet. Increased bandwidth
availability, cheap data plans and increased awareness through government plans have
resulted in a strong rural internet penetration primarily driven by smartphones in rural parts of
the country. Farmers sentiments are very positive as more than 90 percent farmers are
expecting the same or higher production from the next crop due to better monsoon, continued
government support and sufficient fund availability. We need to know some of the elements
that have very critical factors for agriculture involving land, labour, markets, credits among
other interventions. He talked on the safety measures for small, marginal as well as landless
farmers and the nature of existing subsidy structures.
Social Implications of Covid-19 In India: A Way Forward to Face Challenges
Dr. Shrutidhara Kashyap
The global pandemic, COVID-19 is not only a health crisis; it has social implications around
the world. The developing countries, with pre-existing social inequalities are the worst sufferer
during-pandemic and post-pandemic phase. The economic crisis, with sustained
unemployment results in deepening of inequalities, gender and generational gaps and mental
strain in the society. These societal impacts of COVID-19 are aggravated by the existence of
massive informal sector without any job security benefits in India. Indian labour market has
been experiencing serious breakdown in terms of losing income and employment and reverse
migration in the COVID-19 phase. The migrated unemployed labour returning to native places
will be going to face social stigma which will amplify the adverse social implications. Such
implications will be going to have long-lasting shades in Indian society. The root cause of
social impacts being economic, the government should take adequate actions promptly to
reduce the miseries of migrant workers, unemployed and less-privileged sections in the
society. The utmost need of the hour is to secure minimum livelihood necessities to socially
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deprived section. The paper based on secondary data, attempts to make an analytical review
of the societal impacts originating from COVID-19 in India. It too tries to bring into light the
opportunities to ensure social resilience with optimum utilisation of human capital.
Keywords: Social implication; inequality; stress; migration.
Migrant Labours Crisis During COVID-19
Kashmiri Saikia
Today, the whole world is brawling with viruses but mainly the worst destitution is faced by
migrant workers. This article outlines the present situation of the migrant workers. India has
one of the largest populations of migrant workers and due to covid-19 they are highly living in
poverty. Workers are committing suicide due to vexation. This article examines the impact of
laborers. Migration on the workers and their families leads to poverty in the border sense. The
hardships faced by the migrant labourers are more complex. Children are facing complications
with their education and the online system at home does not take into account their migration
pattern. This article is confined to migrant labourers and their issues.
Keyword: migrant labour; hardship; covid-19; poor; viruses.
Covid-19 Pandemic Inflicted Migration To Assam And Resultant Augmentation Of The
Unemployment Problem: A Study
Dr. Goutam Baruah
In a State like Assam unemployment of youth is a big problem. As manual labour is not
preferred by majority of educated youth in Assam, therefore, large percentage of the educated
youth remain unemployed as there is dearth of Government Job and other suitable avenues.
Unemployment by itself is not a solitary problem. It brings with it many subsidiary problems
like- youth crime, alcoholism, drug addiction, terrorism etc. From last part of March, 2020, the
whole nation is undergoing lockdown for the prevention of Covid-19 pandemic. This has
stopped all economic, educational, industrial activities throughout the country and caused
huge economic loss. In a night all the labour force engaged in different sectors throughout the
country in different states of India had become workless. This has created panic among the
labours who are engaged in job outside their home state and they started returning to their
home state facing untold miseries as they have become insecure about their future in those
states. Following those incidences several lakhs of Assamese labours who were engaged in
various works in states like Kerala, Goa, Delhi, etc returned to Assam. Such kind of reverse
migration to a state like Assam will definitely augment the already existing unemployment
problem. Here, an attempt has been made to throw light on various facets of this problem and
to suggest some solution to the problem.
Keywords: Covid-19; reverse migration; unemployment; miseries.
Covid-19 Pandemic Migrants Laborers and its impact on the Rural Economy
Shubhalakshmi Dehingia
COVID-19 lockdown creates a pandemic health, economic, socio- political crisis in all over the
world. It has generated a disequilibrium phenomenon in terms of global order. Apart from this,
COVID-19 impact on South Asian countries somewhere different from western countries. As
a developing country in India lockdown impact on all the sections of society and for this
vulnerable situation migrant labour are returning from urban to rural villages due to losing their
source of income as well as for saving their life. The Coronavirus pandemic has started a bulky
reverse migration from the urban to rural areas in large parts of the country. From ancient
times the migrant labour’s play a vital role on produce system or development. Seasonal or
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temporary migrant workers they hold informal job also and employment give release pressure
from the agricultural sector. In 1960 after ‘Green Revolution’ most of the migrant workers were
marginal farmers which left agriculture and went to urban areas for better economic
opportunities. Now, the informal economy in India will falling risk into poverty during the crisis.
Apart from this coming back of migrated worker will create more pressure on the agriculture
and rural economy also which will outcome in a valuable number of people to fall into poverty,
hunger, unemployment as well as frustration. For this migration rural areas will have a
significant impact on the demography and society. Reversing of migrant labour to rural India
may be the key cause of community spread of the novel virus. There is a necessity to providing
economic assistance, health aids for protecting their life. There is also a need to work on
institutional factors such as law and order, corruption etc. for effective implementation of the
policies. However agricultural reforms such a using modern method, technology, awareness
programs for better production to be taken to make agriculture profitable. Therefore, the
government has to work on the mechanism of how these migrant labours are engage to their
respective jobs. This paper tries to analysis the impact Covid-19 pandemic migrant laborers
and its impact on the rural economy with future perspective.
Covid-19 Pandemic Migrants Labourers and its impact on the Rural Economy
Rejiya Sultana
Indian migrants workers during the Covid-19 pandemic have faced multiple hardship. Because
of Covid-19 pandemic situation migrants workers had to deal with the loss of income, food
starvation and uncertainty about their future. Migrants were marching to their homes to find
warmth and empathy. The proposed paper study about the hardship facing by migrant
labourers and impact of Covid-19 on rural economy in India. The major findings of the study
suggest unemployment in India stood at 8.8% in March. However, the labour participation rate
fell marginally to 38.7% in the week ended May 24 as against 38.8% recorded in the preceding
week after increasing national wide lockdown says the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy
(CMIE) in its weekly report. This study also found that about 400 million people working in the
informal economy in India are at risk of falling deeper into poverty due to Coronavirus crisis.
After coming of migrant labourers back to their homes it will create problematic pressure on
rural economy. Export shutdown job cuts, demand and supply chain are delays are key
concerns affecting rural market economy during the Covid-19 lockdown. Government of India
takes both long term and short-term measures for tackling the major problems of migrants
workers and revive the Indian rural market economy.
Key Words: Covid-19; Migrants Labourers; Agriculture; Rural Economy.
Covid-19 Pandemic and the Plight of Women Migrant Workers in North-East India
Ms. Lucky Dey
The unfolding covid-19 pandemic is a global issue, with nearly every country in the world
impacted. In India, it has created a severe dislocation in the lives of its migrant population.
Women migrant workers are on the frontlines of the covid-19 pandemic. They work in essential
but low-paid and vulnerable jobs, as health and care workers, nurses, cleaners and laundry
workers, placing them at high risk of exposure to coronavirus. Women migrant workers have
had to grapple with multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination and inequalities, genderspecific restrictions in migration policies, insecure forms of labour, racism and xenophobia.
Thus, this paper will be an attempt to analyse the impacts of the corona crisis on migrant
women of Northeast India. The author will also try to highlight government measures and
responses, if any.
Keywords: Covid-19; Migrants, Women; Challenges; Policies.
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Post COVID-19 Sociological Implication of Migration
Ramanpreet Kaur
Migration essentially refers to mobility of masses. It is an ever prevalent, existing phenomenon
in and across all parts of world. Its effects are far and wide. Sociology as a discipline brings
forward its picture and structural changes empirically. Evidences suggest that migration has
undergone some drastic changes in its trends due to the menace of COVID-19. It has largely
hit the working class. PM Modi’s scheme of ‘Mann Ki Baat’ spoke volumes about the
desperate conditions and utmost concern for this lot. Unfortunately, the death toll occurring in
scheme of Shramik Special trains specifically in months of May and June 2020 shows
counterproductive results. The paper aims to apprise the readers with current and ‘would be’
expected picture of post pandemic scenario in India.
COVID-19 Crisis and Its Impact on Migrant Workers in India
Karuna Kalita
The COVID-19 pandemic, also known as the coronavirus, is an ongoing global pandemic of
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID 19). On 30th January 2020, India registered its first case
in Kerala. According to the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW), the number of
total COVID-19 cases in India are 5,67,536 and 16,904 deaths as of 29 June, 2020. The
economic impact of the 2020 coronavirus pandemic in India has been largely disruptive.
India's growth in the fourth quarter of the fiscal year 2020 went down to 3.1% according to the
Ministry of Statistics and this drop is mainly due to the coronavirus pandemic effect on the
Indian economy. The Prime Minister of India announced the first 21 days of India's lockdown
on 24 March and again in 3 more phases later, thus a very serious issue arises for the migrants
working living in different parts of the country. They are facing multifaceted dilemmas
regarding their living. The paper gives a brief account of the impact of COVID-19 pandemic
on the migrant workers in India highlighting the problem of their economic condition. This
paper basically uses secondary data sources for discussion. The secondary data are collected
from reliable sources like Govt. publications, journals, official websites, etc.
Keywords- COVID-19; Atmanirbhar Bharat.
The Social Security of Migrant Labourers in Post COVID-19 Scenario
Pritirupa saikia
The arrival of the recent pandemic of COVID-19 has changed many situational scenario
causing hardships in every aspects of human world. Money, power and fortunes are of no
value compared to the disaster caused by this untimely occurrence of COVID-19. The most
unfortunate is suffered by the people who live more in hunger than the roof. The migrant labour
class were the worst affected both by hunger, starvation in one side and fear of death in
another. The sudden closure of working establishment due to lockdown has brought numerous
troubles in the face of every single worker putting them in both mental and physical stigma.
The declaring of lockdown has brought many fold hardship to this section of the society by
making them helpless and hopeless at the same time. However, the sufferings of them are
now a strong subject of democratic interpretation leaving all sections and articles in one side
and the sufferings and pain of these workers in other side. The measures created by judicial
and social experts have failed to relieve the pain of walking long distances with bare, leaving
behind all possibilities of opportunities, empty stomach and mind. Still the question of social
security is unheard and unanswered.
Keywords: social security; pandemic; opportunities; migrant labour.
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Potential Impact of COVID-19 Pandemic on the Lives of Indian Women
Dr. Dipti Baishya
Despite significantly contributing to social and economic development at the times of crisis,
women continue to suffer from multidimensional disparities and gender-based violence. Past
evidence has signified that disease outbreak affects men and women differently and COVID19 pandemic is not an exception. Years of research relating to domestic violence in India has
established that home is not a safe place for women. With the nationwide lockdown, the
number of domestic violence complaints received by the National Commission for Women
(NCW) has doubled. Women workers who are part of the informal sector have faced enormous
economic hardships due to the lockdown. Additionally, women are restrained from accessing
the local markets to sell their products which will further exacerbate their economic conditions.
Even women working in the formal sector are mentally and physically drained out. Work from
home has become cumbersome due to the escalating household chores with housekeeping
staff being unavailable and schools and crèches of their children being closed. To combat
COVID-19 by the women of India is highly challenging, where around 45% of all women are
underweight and 53% are anaemic. Lockdowns forced health sector to shut down some
services such as abortion that are not considered highly essential. That has made sexual and
reproductive health services for women compromised. Sex workers who are neglected by the
society and the government since centuries are going through a very hard time in this
pandemic-stricken situation as they have barely any money to get by. Hence the current study
is an attempt to understand how Indian women are impacted socio-economically and healthwise as a result of the challenges evolved due to COVID-19 pandemic.
Keyword: Domestic Violence; Income; Sexual and reproductive health
Rural-Urban Households’ Expenditure: A Comparative Study with Reference to Food
Consumption Amidst Covid19 Outbreak
Sahil Choudhury
The Covid19 pandemic has destabilized the socio-economic infrastructure of every household
in the contemporary period. Third world countries like India have roughly 68.84% rural and
31.16% urban populations respectively, which in general, are the worst affected when a
pandemic outbreak. Flaring-up from March onwards, the global pandemic has hit hard the
income-expenditure motif of every Indian household. The current study is an attempt to
compare the overall rural-urban households’ expenditure scenario with special emphasis laid
on food consumption pattern amidst the covid19 outbreak. The study involves both primary
and secondary data sources which have been compiled to generate the pertinent information.
Primary data involves mailed questionnaire as the effective tool in this current situation and
secondary data relates to various other relevant sources. The research has been conducted
using sampling technique; limited within the geopolitical boundary of Assam. The analysis
reveals some remarkable differences. Statistical techniques and graphical representation
have been stressed upon to give a better picture of the concerned problem. The study
concludes with some suggestive measures/recommendations to cope up with the challenges
being faced in this critical hour by the households.
Keywords: Covid19; expenditure; food; households; pandemic.
Covid-19 Pandemic Migrant Laborers and Its Impact on The Rural Economy
Bishal Patowary
‘No matter how much falls on us, we keep plowing ahead. That’s the only way to
keep the roads clear’
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The Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) is an ongoing pandemic which was initially
identified in Wuhan (China), in December, 2019, have taken a toll, shattering economies and
causing enormous loss to human lives globally as the death toll surpassed the 5 Lakh mark.
The focus of the paper is on the effects of COVID-19 on the migrant laborers because of the
prevailing lockdown in all regions resulting in shortage of food, loss of employment, income
and carrying of uncertainties in mind relating to the future perspectives. Due to the lethal
disease, which affected although all sections of the society, it is the labour class that have
been severely hit by this pandemic, after not being able to meet the basic requirements of
livelihood and being obliged to return to their native places, leading to the deaths of some,
because of hunger, denial of the immediate medical treatments in the need of the hour and
other mob and brutal police attacks. Gradually, it has seen that the rural economy has been
diminishing with the pathetic condition of the low-class workers in this scenario, where all
business entities, economic houses and financial corporations are closed. The paper aims at
building a framework and construct strategies so as to uplift the economic conditions of the
laborers and sustaining the rural economy altogether.
COVID-19 Influenced: Environment to Economics (Migration)
Divya Arora
Citizens are the human resource of the country. Migration leads to the disequilibrium in the
economy but it’s return provide the enhancement of the region. Uttar Pradesh leading
populous state of India have witnessed the return of the highest migrants across the India.
Yogi Aditya Nath government have set all role ready for health care facilities. COVID 19
precautions like isolation beds in the state from the current 52,000 to 1 lakh by the end of this
month practice as exercise of caution at all levels of healthcare facilities. The steps are
ensured in workers make their way home with safety and great health. Uttar Pradesh been on
the forefront of bringing back its stranded workers and students from across the country. The
government become active in this regard in March when it had brought back about 5 lakh
stranded workers from the regions of Delhi-NCR via buses. Shramik trains brought Uttar
Pradesh 3.25 lakh workers from all across by trains & other transport mediums. Uttar Pradesh
cabinet under the supervision of Yogi Aditya Nath sanctions the proposal for setting up of a
Workers’ Employment Commission. The commission will be mandated for facilitating jobs to
the migrant as well as unemployed people. UP Kaamgaar Aur Shramik (Sevayojan Evam
Rozgaar) Aayog is the statutory entity. The entity functioning will have two separate boards at
the state as well as district levels. Government assessed labourers have minimal access to
resources and they shall take all steps to provide them with gainful employment and protect
their interests. The government is working with an approach of providing jobs to them. The
government initiative are in different schemes, like it’s already functional programs which are
such as one district one product (ODOP), MSME etc. The government have MoUs with four
industry chambers. The MoUs have the objectives of identifying the workers for employment.
In the circumstances of COVID 19 officials have the task of generating 10 million jobs for the
migrant workers in Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA),
MSME, dairy, agriculture, self-help groups (SHG) etc. Director of Centre for Monitoring Indian
Economy (CMIE) said that the employment number in rural areas needs to monitored urgently
for the next 3-4 months. The assessment will convergence has actually helped in reducing
unemployment. CMIE’s (Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy) established in 1976 is a
leading business information company. Its latest estimates show that unemployment rate
which was 24 per cent in the last week of May has dropped to almost 12 per cent by first week
of June. The company said as the economy opened up driven largely by a better rise in jobs
in rural India in Unlock 1.
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